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Avesthagen launches AVESTAGENOME 

Undertakes path breaking project for Novel Therapies and Diagnostics 
March 21st, 2007 - Avestha Gengraine Technologies Pvt. Ltd., (Avesthagen) a leading biotechnology company today announced the launch of the   A V E S T A G E N O M E TM project, a unique project to build a complete genetic, genealogical and medical database of the Parsis. 

In today’s biotechnology driven medical care, the quest for new, more effective therapies and diagnostic tools have become essential to understand linkages between genes, diseases and environmental factors. The comprehensive database arising out of this project will provide invaluable information on these linkages for all of humanity and not just for the Parsi community alone. The project results will find application in disease prediction and accelerate the development of new therapies and diagnostics. Parsis have been known to contribute towards the good of society at large and, once again, they are poised to make a momentous contribution.  

Parsi Zoroastrians, who now number about 69,000 in India, are an in-bred population resulting from the discouragement of inter-community marriages. Such in-bred populations are required to more accurately implicate inherited genes for diseases. 

Avesthagen and its partners will collect samples from the community members along with complete genealogical and medical information. The samples will be processed through the highly sophisticated genomics facility at Avesthagen, which is equipped with high-speed polymorphism analysis systems (Sequenom, U.S.A.’s MassARRAYTM) and ABI sequencers to identify the causative genes. The data will be statistically analysed through Avesthagen’s bio-informatics channels for processing and creation of the database.

Dr Villoo Morawala Patell, Founder and Managing Director, Avesthagen said that “AVESTAGENOME is a path breaking project which would be instrumental to establish linkage between genes, disease and environmental factors. It would help us predict diseases and would play a catalytic role in development of new therapies and diagnostics.”

This Rs.125 crores project is expected to be completed within 5 years and is being implemented by a body of eminent stakeholders and opinion leaders within the Parsi community and comprising leading industrialists, clinicians, scientists and others. Avesthagen will bring in seed capital in the form of its high throughput genomics and bioinformatics facilities and other special expertise.

About Avestha Gengraine Technologies Pvt. Ltd.
Avestha Gengraine Technologies Pvt. Ltd. (Avesthagen) was founded in 1998 by one of India’s pioneers and leading biotech entrepreneurs Dr. Villoo Morawala-Patell, who got her PhD from Louis Pasteur University in Strasbourg, France, in 1993. It began business operations officially in 2001.

Since its inception Avesthagen has grown into one of India's leading healthcare technology group in India, pursuing its vision of convergence of food, pharma and population genetics leading to preventive personalized medicine. Its activities include, in addition to its agri-biotechnologies product pipeline, development of scientifically validated bioactive nutraceuticals, derived from Indian medicinal plants, as well as the development of a pipeline of bio-similar drugs. Avesthagen has four strategic business units: Biopharmaceuticals, Food for Medicine (Bio-nutritionals), Seed for Food (agribiotech) and Science Innovation. Avesthagen's partners include multiple top 10 global companies in each of its fields of research.

For the biopharmaceuticals business unit, pilot scale manufacturing facilities are being constructed in joint venture format (“Avesta Biotherapeutics & Research Pvt. Ltd.) with its partner, Cipla. Pre-clinical trials for the first products will be initiated shortly. Commercialization of the products, once approved, will be done through Cipla’s extensive sales organization.

In the bionutritionals business unit, pilot-scale manufacturing facilities are being constructed. Expansion of manufacturing capacity is also anticipated to take place through acquisition of one or more extraction plants. The first series of pre-clinical trials for Avesthagen’s bio-nutritional products has been completed successfully. Commercialization of the products, once approved, will be done in close cooperation with Avesthagen’s partners. In addition, Avesthagen has developed its retail format in the form of Avesta Good Earth Foods Pvt. Ltd., a wholly owned subsidiary, that will use the clinically validated botanical bio-actives, as developed by the business unit, as ingredients in its health and functional food product range.

As part of its bioagriculture business unit “Seed for Food”, Avesthagen, with its strategic partner Limagrain, is setting up a technology driven Indian seed business, through acquisition of Indian seed companies, following which technologies and germplasm from both parties will be used for new product development. Two joint venture companies have been registered between Avesthagen and Limagrain, Atash Seeds Pvt. Ltd. and Ava Seeds Pvt. Ltd. Atash Seeds will be the special purpose vehicle to jointly develop field crops seed activity, while Ava Seeds will be the SPV to jointly develop vegetable seed business.

Avesthagen collaborates at every stage in the value chain with appropriate partners, both public and private, for access to and exchange of technology and overall commercial expertise to leverage the ‘India advantage’. Avesthagen at present employs 250 people worldwide. For Avesthagen on the web: www.avesthagen.com  
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