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Biotech major
to develop
biomarkers in
three years

Our Bureau
BANCALORE

BIOTECHNOLOGY  company
Avesthagen expecs to develop bio-
markers in three years for preventive
and personalised healthcare as its
makes progress on a project to create
a genetic and medical database of In-
dia’s Parsi community.

The Avesthagenome project aims
1o find a genetic basis for the relative

longevity ol Parsis compared to the
rest of the Indian population.

Chairperson and Managing Direc-
tor Villoo Morawala-Patell said blood
samples had been collected from Par-
sis living in Hyderabad, Surat
Ahmedabad and Navsari (Gujarat)
while it would begin in Mumbai,
where most Parsis live, soon. Bio-
markers indicate the biological state
of an organism and the information
can help speed up and improve efli-
cacy of treatment
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bioactive Teestar
Avesthagen Ltdlaunched whole-
wheatcrackers, which contained a
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Cracker biscuit for diabetics

Anshul Dhamija | v

: With India being the diabetic
capital of the world, the country’s lead-
ing bio-pharmaceutical companies are
introducing a plethora of new products
to beat the disease. And rather than the
traditional injection, some are coming
out with unconventional and less trou-
blesome offerings.

Bangalore-based life science compa-
ny Avesthagen has launched a cracker
biscuit enriched with a bioactive —
Teestar.

The bioactive, derived from a single
herb, is a patented product that the com-
pany claims will reduce blood glucose lev-
els among diabetics by almost 10-15%.
The cracker directly enters the food chain
of a patient.

“The cracker will help you to delay the
consumption of insulin or even be able
to avoid the intake of insulin, said Dr Vil-

loo Morawala Patell, CMD of Avesthagen.
Bio-pharma major Biocon is working
on an oral insulin that is expected short-

ly to enter the final stages of clinical tri-
als. “We are trying to ascertain the cor-
rect dosage for IN105 (oral insulin mole-
cule) for treating type Il diabetes. Our
phase Ila trials are currently on in five
sites and we are studying patient response
to IN105 vis-a-vis Metformin, which is
used to control blood glucose levels,” said
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, CMD of Biocon.
India has over 35 million people suf-
fering from diabetes, with almost 30% of
the urban population under the age of 40
suffering from it. Avesthagen's bioactive
will be present across all the product of-
ferings of its nutrition arm Avestha Good
Earth, including breakfast cereals and
energy bars. “We are evaluating a busi-
ness model by which we will be able to
sell the bioactive in a capsular form over
the counter too,” said Patell.
Avesthagen is also trying to develop
bioactives for bone related problems and
cardio vascular diseases. )
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