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PRESS RELEASE

Avesthagen and The Harvard Medical School (HMS) Department of Genetics sign MOU to share knowledge and services in the field of Genomics

May 26, 2009, Bangalore: Avesthagen Limited and The Harvard Medical School’s Department of Genetics today announced plans to enter into a long-term collaboration in the field of Genomics that includes Data Analysis, Population structure and various other studies. 

Avesthagen, which has been involved in extensive research activities, entered into a partnership with HMS for the development of The AVESTAGENOME  Project™ & other projects. The AVESTAGENOME Project™ is a path-breaking research study initiated by Avesthagen that  will be instrumental in establishing linkage between genes, disease and environmental factors. It aims to predict disease risk and to play a catalytic role in development of new therapies and diagnostics.

Under this MoU, Avesthagen will be involved in providing data sets from genome wide array experiments along with other data sets that arise from other experiments analyzing population structure. In addition, to providing data sets to HMS, Avesthagen will also deliver genotype data from anonymized individuals.

On signing the Memorandum of Understanding, Dr. Villoo Morawala Patell, Founder & CMD, Avesthagen said, “We are very privileged and excited to partner with Harvard Medical School in this collaborative effort. The Institute’s vast experience in pioneering and supporting research work will ensure that internationally due recognition will be given to The AVESTAGENOME  Project™.”  

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. David Reich, Associate Professor, Harvard Medical School, said, “We are thrilled by the chance to work collaboratively with Avesthagen. Our goal in this collaboration is to understand the structure of Parsi populations and the historical and genetic relationship with groups in India and elsewhere. Hopefully these analyses will be able to help in searches for genes that cause disease at unusual rates in the Parsi population.”

About Avesthagen Limited

AVESTHAGEN LIMITED (www.avesthagen.com) is India’s leading integrated systems biology platform company that focuses on achieving convergence of food, pharma and population genetics leading to predictive preventive and personalized healthcare. It employs 400 people worldwide and is headquartered in Bangalore. Avesthagen Limited has established world class, state-of-the-art laboratory facilities in Bangalore. It began business operations in 2001.Since its inception Avesthagen has grown into one of India's leading healthcare technology group in India, and its activities include, in addition to its agri-biotechnologies product pipeline, development of clinically validated botanical bioActives, derived from Indian medicinal plants, as well as the development of a pipeline of bio-similar drugs. Avesthagen Limited has four strategic business units: bioPharmaceuticals, bioNutrition, bioAgriculture and Science & Innovation. Its partners include multiple top 10 global companies in each of its fields of research. Avesthagen Limited collaborates at every stage in the value chain with appropriate partners, both public and private, for access to and exchange of technology and overall commercial expertise to leverage the ‘India advantage’. 

About Harvard Medical School

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL (hms.harvard.edu) has more than 7,000 full-time faculty working in eight academic departments based at the School's Boston quadrangle or in one of 47 academic departments at 18 Harvard teaching hospitals and research institutes. Those Harvard hospitals and research institutions include Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Cambridge Health Alliance, The CBR Institute for Biomedical Research, Children's Hospital Boston, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Forsyth Institute, Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, Joslin Diabetes Center, Judge Baker Children's Center, Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, Massachusetts General Hospital, Massachusetts Mental Health Center, McLean Hospital, Mount Auburn Hospital, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, VA Boston Healthcare System.
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