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IN
ASSOCIATION
WITH

and

The Influentials
Influence is a tough
idea. How do you
sense it, measure it,
and then rank it? Is
a social
entrepreneur, who
transforms the lives
of ordinary citizens,
more influential
than a business
tycoon? Is price
more influential
than charisma in
Sandalwood? We
had to contend with
these questions as
we prepared the list
of Bangalore’s Top
50 influentials.
Each candidate is
reviewed by a peer,
rival, spouse, or
close acquaintance.
The list has it all:
colour, vigour,
stature, grandeur.
So, here it is then —
Bangalore’s most influential people.
Take a look.

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Infosys being
listed on
NASDAQ was a
momentous as
well as
memorable
occasion for
Nilekani.
Looking back,
the listing
stands out as
the proudest
moment for
everyone at the
IT company

1 Nandan Nilekani
by

TV Mohandas Pai

He engineered the coming-of-age of the IT industry.
He’s presently chairman of the new Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)

The Imagineer
I met Nandan in 1993 when I attended a presentation by
Narayana Murthy and Nandan regarding the Infosys
IPO. He made a brilliant presentation and I was impressed. Soon thereafter, I joined Infosys and got to know
him better. Nandan has great conceptual clarity in thinking, he has an innate ability to get to the root of a complicated issue, dissect it thoroughly and suggest an array of
answers. He loves intellectual challenges. He has fantastic networking skills, a
Nandan has great
passion to connect with people and
keep in touch. He is very widely read,
conceptual clarity
has a wonderful memory for figures,
and the innate abilpeople and events and has impressed
ity to get to the root
everybody he has met globally. He is
very pleasant, non-controversial, nevof a complicated
er aggressive in behaviour, but at the
issue, dissect it thorsame time makes his point effectively.
He is sometimes a bit of a loner when
oughly and suggest
at work and is transaction-oriented.
an array of answers
He is a foodie, knows the best restaurants all over the world, has a fabulous wine cellar, has a great sense of
fun and the good life and entertains superbly. He has travelled extensively and is recognised as a global thought leader. He is passionate about
governance in India and this passion made him join the government.
Overall, a true global citizen and a quintessential Bangalorean!

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Nilekani
says he is very
boring and laidback. He likes to
‘vegetate’ when
he has free
time. And yes,
he also makes
use of it by
taking a nap

TV MOHANDAS PAI, FORMER CFO, INFOSYS, NOW LEADS EFFORTS IN THE AREAS OF
HUMAN RESOURCES AND EDUCATION & RESEARCH

2

NR Narayana Murthy
by

Kris Gopalakrishnan

He’s the gentle giant credited with building the biggest IT
empire with all his simplicity and integrity intact

The Patriarch
Narayana Murthy deserves to be on the city’s
influentials’ list for the
sheer fact that he has put
Bangalore on the global
map. If Brand Bangalore
is known globally, it is because of him. In his involvement in the past
with various activities, be it governance
or good infrastructure, he has always
been forthcoming. Even now, he is the
advisor on IT and BT to the government
of Karnataka. He is a visionary leader
who has always stood for sound business
values.
I consult him when it comes to taking
major decisions or addressing important
issues. Murthy is looked up to not just by
us but also the youth, including the rural
poor. He is seen as a leader across the

If brand Bangalore is
known globally, it is
because of him. In his
involvement in the past
with various activities, be
it governance or good
infrastructure, he has
always been forthcoming
business world, civil society and the government. Now, he is encouraging people
to start their own businesses through his
new venture capital firm, which I am
sure will definitely spur successes such
as Infosys, his first venture. When you
look at one person who is complete in all
respects, it is no surprise that Narayana
Murthy’s name crops up.
KRIS GOPALAKRISHNAN, CEO OF INFOSYS TECHNOLOGIES,
IS ONE OF ITS FOUNDERS

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
For Murthy, it is a
matter of great
pride to see his
child— Infosys—
grow up, embrace a
good value system,
seek high aspirations, and achieve
more than what one
ever thought was
possible. He’s proud
of Infosys’s humility,
grace, value system
and courtesy
MY ART OF
CHILLING QUOTIENT
He likes to listen to
classical music and
enjoys satires like
Yes Minister.
Reading is another
big passion

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009

Quiet Achiever
One has always admired Azim Premji, a man who deservedly is one of
the icons of Bangalore, the Indian IT
industry and, indeed, the entire corporate world. Azim Premji brings to
the city a gravitas and balance of personality that has now begun to define
the entire Indian IT industry as it
moves from the early years of opportunism through
the glory days of offshore outsourcing, to a more
watchful new era, built on the twin pillars of quality
and innovation. The frugality that characterises true
leadership and the willingness to lead from the front
— all these characterise a truly great leader of our
times.
In his self-effacing manner, Premji demonstrates his
command of every situation. The outstanding work
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Azim Premji
by

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
A true patriot, Premji is
proud of his country’s
giant strides in IT and
Business Process
Outsourcing industry

Ganesh Natarajan

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Premji likes to trek up
the hills. Maybe that’s
how he discovers the
inspiration to stay ahead
of global competition
and the resolve to focus
on creating a great
organisation

Chairman of Wipro, visionary, great
leader, institution-builder
done by the Azim Premji Foundation, his early investments in concepts that will define the future of the
city and the country, and his visions, should be used
effectively by Bangalore if it is to maintain its pole
position as the capital of technology outsourcing.
GANESH NATARAJAN IS VICE-CHAIRMAN AND CEO OF ZENSAR AND
CHAIRMAN OF CII’S NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR IT, ITES AND E-COMMERCE

Recently, The Wall
Street Journal aptly
described Dr Shett
as The Honourary
Lord of Heart
Surgery. His
philosophy is that
money will follow i
intentions are good
And, he thinks big,
dreams big but
never acts big

4 Kiran Majumdar
Shaw

by

John Shaw

The chairman and MD of Biocon is a true
Bangalore-phile and civic activist

The Rainmaker
Most of us have a special place
in our hearts for the place in
which we grew up. Kiran wears
her love for Bangalore on her
sleeve. I have heard her speak of
its unique culture that defines
everything — from its theatres,
food and music to its academic
institutions and architecture.
When she was growing up, the city was unpolluted and its people, civic-minded. It had a
soul, as she likes to say. Today, although the
city is renowned for its IT and biotech industries, Kiran is pained by its bad roads, shoddy
infrastructure, chaotic traffic and footpath encroachments, and is infuriated with the apathy
of the authorities who have let this happen.
This drove her to organise public marches
against poor infrastructure, work with the police to create traffic awareness programmes
and support the Bangalore Agenda Task Force
(BATF) that was formed to improve the city.
Her donation of Rs1 crore to BATF went towards starting the Swachcha Bangalore programme of door-to-door garbage collection.
JOHN SHAW, KIRAN’S HUSBAND, IS THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
OF BIOCON

6 Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
by

He has touched thousands of lives,
spiritually and emotionally

Holy Knight
His Holiness Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar has been and continues to be a powerful and
beneficial influence on our
society, country and people.
Millions have benefited
from the Art of Living principles. A large percentage of
our population has gained physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually and
thereby, he has had a direct as well as an
indirect positive influence on all the people
in our society. His Holiness’s genuine concern and care for others reflects in the
service activities inspired by him. Over
25,000 villages have been adopted by the International Association For Human Values, the sister concern of the Art of Living. We work towards making the villages
socially and economically self-reliant. Under a 5H programme, we pay attention to
health, hygiene, housing, harmony in diversity and human values. This, in a nutshell, provides clean drinking water,
schools for rural and urban children,
teaching of trade to women and provision
of homes to those who are in need.
RHEA PILLAI, WIFE OF TENNIS PLAYER LEANDER PAES, IS AN
ART OF LIVING TRAINER

Rhea Pillai

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
The spiritual guru is moved
by his pride moments.
Scientists who have
contributed to progress in
India and abroad, the creation of Brahmos in India,
participation of Indian scientists in CERN’s Large
Hadron Collider (LHC)
experiment… he takes
much pride in all these

His Holiness’s
genuine concern and care
for others reflects in the
activities he
has inspired

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
The man who teaches the
world to relax doesn’t do
anything himself to relax.
For, he never gets tense

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
It would be a
matter of pride
for Kiran to see
Bangalore
emerge as a
truly global
metropolis
without losing
its old-world
charm
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Art, classical
music, working
out at home,
relaxing by the
swimming pool
are Kiran’s
chillout
mantras

5 Dr Devi Prasad Shetty
Dr Bhujang Shetty
by

This heart surgeon has always put the
interests of the poor above commercial gains

Top Doc
When Dr Devi Shetty landed in India almost 20 years ago, a bypass surgery cost Rs2-3 lakh. Today, he is credited with having
brought down the cost to less than Rs1 lakh. He believes that any
surgery that is not within the reach of the common man is not
worth doing. Recently, The Wall Street Journal aptly described
him as ‘The Honourary Lord of Heart Surgery’. His biggest
achievement is the introduction of the Yeshasvini Scheme which
made it possible for the poorest of the poor to get the best of
healthcare for just Rs10 a month. Dr Shetty has always put his patients above
commercial interests. His philosophy is that money will follow if intentions are
good. He thinks big, dreams big but never acts big. He is the first to crawl into
the boot of the SUV when we all squeeze in for a Sunday evening drive.
DR BHUJANG SHETTY IS CHAIRMAN AND MD, NARAYANA NETHRALAYA

7

SM Krishna
by

Ramya

Central minister and former Karnataka CM
Krishna is credited with the city’s IT boom

IT Czar
During his tenure as chief minister, SM Krishna’s charisma, mild
manners and managerial expertise not only influenced Bangaloreans, but also others across
the globe. He was instrumental in
getting a lot of investors to head
to Bangalore before going to any
other city. This helped him drive
the city towards becoming destination number
one for the many software companies that, in
turn, redefined Bangalore as the Silicon City of
Asia. This has not only contributed to Karnataka’s growth, but it has also significantly helped
the national exchequer. It is a lesser-known fact
that Krishna was responsible for the WTA tournament being held in Bangalore. He is the president of the Karnataka State Lawn Tennis Association and is a tennis player himself. He is also
the vice-president of the All India Tennis Association. His passion for tennis has, in a way, played
a part in putting Bangalore on the international
tennis map.
RAMYA IS SANDALWOOD’S SUPERSTAR

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Krishna felt proud
as an Indian when
AICC president
Sonia Gandhi
rejected the offer
to become the
country’s prime
minister. He is
happy that such a
great leader is
heading the
Congress party
and he is a part
of it
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Playing tennis
keeps him fit. He
also cherishes
time spent with
his grandchildren

Krishna was responsible for putting Bangalore on
the global IT map, by creating an investmentfriendly Silicon Valley

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Dr Devi Shetty was
simply thrilled when
the Yeshasvini
scheme, a bulwark
for micro-health
insurance, completed one year
MY ART OF
CHILLING QUOTIENT
He loves spending
his Sundays home
when the entire
family gets together
for breakfast

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009
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9 Vijay Mallya
by

Manoviraj Khosla

He’s got spunk and sophistication. This king
sure knows how to work hard, party harder

The Kingmaker
VJM is a Kannadiga who has taken
Bangalore to the world. The entire UB
Group is controlled from the city and
the brand has international presence.
From regular people to owners of huge
business houses — I have seen that
everybody admires him. Mallya’s
lifestyle is unparalleled. Surely, he is
one man who can teach the world how
to work 24/7 and party as well.
With Kingfisher Airlines, he almost instantly set standards in the industry. From quality to world-class
service, it’s VJM all the way. He’s into details and is a
perfectionist. From his house, his personal style, to
the way he runs his company— he is a hands-on man.
A man with a sense of humour, he is a generous and
gentle human being. As long as you know what you’re
talking about, he will pay attention to what you have
to say. I find that a very admirable quality in a man.
VJM has taught people how to really live the good life.
MANOVIRAJ KHOSLA IS AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED
FASHION DESIGNER

by

Dr M Annadurai

He made the moon mission a success.
The former chairman of ISRO also
forced India to dream big

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
What else could it be but the
success of Chandrayaan-1? It
reinforced his belief that India
has got young talent, which is at
par with the best in the world

Vision Launcher
I have immense regard and respect for
Madhavan Nair. My association with him
goes back 15 years in time when I was the
mission director of the Insat programme
at the Indian Space Research Organisation. I had to make a presentation to Madhavan Nair, who was then the director of
ISRO’s liquid propulsion system centre
(LPSC). A satellite developed a malfunction.
Despite me being several years junior to him, he keenly
heard me out and then came up with solutions. He has an
ability to make his juniors feel comfortable. It was not
me alone; all his juniors feel the same about him. He is
an ideal leader, who gives a lot of freedom to his subordinates. For the Chandrayaan-1 mission, he allowed me to
choose my own team, and so it was for the Chandrayaan2 mission as well. He is a pious man to whom I attribute
my first visit to Tirumala before the Chandrayaan-1
launch.
DR M ANNADURAI IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE CHANDRAYAAN MISSION

MY ART OF CHILLING QUOTIENT
A huge fan of humour novels,
especially those written by PG
Wodehouse, Nair has read the
entire collection multiple times.
Spending time with his grandchildren is equally relaxing

Nair has an ability to
make his juniors feel
comfortable. It was
not me alone; all his
juniors feel the same
about him. He is an
ideal leader who gives
a lot of freedom to his
subordinates

11 Ramesh Ramanathan
by

Prakash Belawadi

He gave up a cushy corporate job to plant the idea of
grassroot-level involvement in urban governance

The Civic
Evangelist
What makes Ramesh Ramanathan special
to Bangalore? To start with, he identifies
himself as a Bangalorean, as does his fellow
Janaagraha founder and wife, Swati.
Ramesh — a financial expert who had
walked the streets of Manhattan and London — gave up what could be another story
of corporate career success, and actively involved himself in the future of his booming
hometown. Janaagraha is an exemplary
tale of faith and commitment to the idea
that if citizens care, they can shape the destinies of their city’s communities. In the

complex matrix of global
economic change, rapid urbanisation and the new demographic of youth and social realignment, urban governance cannot be conceived
and managed with a view
from the top. That Ramesh
has managed to effectively
communicate this to planners and politicians makes us believe that citizens’ participation is not just a possibility but also a
duty. It is due to Ramesh’s efforts that Bengaluru is poised to be India’s first metropolis where citizens will play an active role in
building it. Ramesh, with Janaagraha, has
made us all conscious of our role in this.
PRAKASH BELAWADI IS A THEATREPERSON,
COLUMNIST AND WRITER

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
The flamboyant boss of a
global empire does like a
splash once in a while. No
wonder he likes to head out
to beach resorts or even
crisscross the world in his
much-talked-about yacht

10 Ramachandra Guha

8 G Madhavan Nair
by

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
Vijay Mallya was on Cloud 9
when Force India had a
podium finish and Giancarlo
Fisichella finished 2nd in the
2009 Belgian Grand Prix. And
a win by his IPL team, Royal
Challengers, pumps up his
adrenaline

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
He feels proud whenever citizens and the
government come
together to solve a
problem. It could be
related to garbage or
roads or reducing
crimes in their locality. A tremendous
amount of energy is
unleashed whenever
citizens and the government start
synergising
MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He love movies,
books, spending time
with family. He
enjoys holidaying
and going out on
long treks with
his family

KKS Murthy

This biographer, historian, cricket writer, essayist was
named one of the world’s 100 influential intellectuals

The Allrounder
It was customary for us, the book
sellers, to visit New Delhi every
alternate year, to participate in
the World Book Fair since 1992. It
gave us immense pride that eminent scholars looked for us and
the books we had to offer. Dr Ramachandra Guha was a favourite
customer-friend of ours.
In 1998, Guha, as usual, visited our stall in Delhi. He later asked me to look up an edition of
The Hindu that would interest me. I subsequently read Guha’s observation. In the obituary column on the late journalist BK Srinivasan, Guha
wrote: “When I decided to leave Delhi for good
and settle down at Bangalore, my friends and
neighbours questioned me as to why I took this
decision. I explained that three major reasons
compelled me to do so. One of those reasons is
the existence of the charming Select Bookshop
owned by my friend KKS Murthy...’ Guha loves
books and would visit the bookstores frequently
despite his busy schedule. It was difficult to tell
that there is a powerful intellectual beneath his
humble demeanour.

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Guha doesn’t
believe in
extreme national
pride. Instead,
he takes quiet
pride in the fact
that India gives
refuge to people
from different
nationalities
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He loves listening to Hindustani
classical music.
His favourites:
Nikhil Banerjee,
Pandit Bhimsen
Joshi, Mallikarjun Mansur and
Ashwini Bhide
h
d

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009
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12 Anil Kumble
by

14 Prasad Bidapa

J Arun Kumar

I remember
what he
said when
he first saw
my
pictures:
“Darling,
you’ll be doing films.”
I was all of
15 and
laughed it
off then, but
he
insisted and
here I am
today!

Anil Kumble is not just a cricketer from
Bangalore, he is a cult in the city

The Disciplinarian
Anil Kumble is a religion for anyone living in Bangalore. A huge testimony to
this is the Anil Kumble Circle in the heart
of the city, which is a major Bangalore
landmark today. Anil has inspired everyone around him with his discipline. He is
a shining example of how much one can
achieve, if only they follow strict order
and method in their professional and personal lives. The entire country looks up to him, especially when it comes to his ability to stay focused. I have often tried to follow in his footsteps, but I have to admit
that as far as discipline is concerned, I am not even
halfway close to him. If you consider his conduct on and
off the field, Kumble has been a role model for young
and old fans alike, and will always continue to be.
J ARUN KUMAR, A CRICKETER, REPRESENTS KARNATAKA

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Kumble’s pride centres
around 1947, when
India was born.
Certainly, it was his
moment of glory

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Photography is Kumble’
passion and is one of hi
favourite ways to relax.
His best moments are
those spent with family

Bhargavi Gopinath

After revolutionising the way India travels, Captain GR
Gopinath is now gunning for a new, improved Bangalore

Captain Courageous
Captain GR Gopinath played a very important role in changing
the state government’s policy towards the mode of travel for
government officials. The policy specified that officials could
travel either first or second class by train. He goaded the government into paying attention to budget flying. This small
amendment allowed government officials to travel by air within
the same budget as before and helped them save time. Coming
from an airline background, Capt Gopinath is keenly interested
in infrastructure development in the city and the country. Keeping in mind his
contribution to the aviation sector as the pioneer of low-cost airlines in India,
he was invited by Karnataka chief minister BS Yeddyurappa to be a member
of the working group of the Karnataka Vision 2020 programme. This major
programme aims to improve infrastructural and industrial development in the
entire state.

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
Apart from the fact that
he made flying affordable for the common
man, a proud moment
was when the first fiveseater helicopter (Bell
407) of Air Deccan
arrived after a long
struggle. He and Capt KJ
Samuel (partner in Air
Deccan) had mortgaged
all their savings to
acquire the helicopter
MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
The family often visits
its farm in Gorur,
Hassan, where captain
first met his wife

BHARGAVI GOPINATH IS CAPTAIN GR GOPINATH’S WIFE

15 Vinita Bali
by

Anushka Sharma

Prasad Bidapa’s biggest contribution to the
city is putting it on the Indian fashion map

People Person

13 Capt GR Gopinath
by

by

Prasad Bidapa has unique prescience when
it comes to spotting talent. Dino Morea,
Lara Dutta, Tinu Verghese and Nafisa
Joseph are just some of the models and actors spotted and groomed by Prasad. In
Bangalore, he is the undisputed king of his
domain, but his importance on a national
level originates from the success achieved
by those he has groomed. Since most models start out at a very young age, Prasad’s demeanor is
very reassuring for parents who trust him with their childrens’ careers. Apart from being an early mentor to me,
he has always treated me as he would his own children. It
is very rare to have someone catapult you on a professional level and be there for you on a personal level too. To
date, whenever I’m low, he remains just a phone-call away.
ANUSHKA SHARMA IS A BOLLYWOOD ACTOR

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Prasad feels proud of
India and of Indians
when he sees how we
survive the worst politicians and regressive
policies and yet succeed
as a people, as a nation

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
His favourite way to destress is by relaxing at
home. He likes to spend
time with family so he
does not have to deal
with the world at large

16 Girish Karnad

Bhaskar Bhat

by

Kavita Lankesh
Girish Karnad
is not just an
acclaimed
actor and
director, he is
unmatched as
a playwright,
too

The MD of Britannia Industries inspires
many women in the corporate world

Super
Strategist
Vinita is a wellqualified manager
with immense experience in running
successful businesses on the home turf
and internationally.
She is very professional and committed to many social causes. She is
very articulate when it comes to
the role of a woman in society as
well as in business. What makes
her unique is the kind of time she
devotes to understanding any subject under consideration. Vinita
has been a professional manager
for almost three decades and has
made outstanding contributions to
the company. She has been recognised as the businesswoman of the
year by a leading business group
and has recently been given the
responsibility of spearheading
Bombay Dyeing’s textile business.
Vinita has helped Titan Industries
improve its operations and is a
strategic reviewer. It is an honour
to have someone like her on the
board as well as on the audit committee.
BHASKAR BHAT IS MD, TITAN INDUSTRIES

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
When Time
magazine, in
its August 2008
issue, cited
Britannia’s
alliances in
nutrition as
among the
best in creative
capitalism
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Vinita listens
to music
recitals, loves
Sufi music

King Karnad
She is very
articulate
when it
comes to
the role of
a woman in
society as
well as in
business

My first memory of Girish Karnad is that of awe. I was just a kid when we
were in a play together. He was playing Oedipus and we kids were asked to
run to him and hug him in spite of blood coming out of his eyes. His performance, no matter who he is playing, often has that affect on people —
you are just left speechless. There’s no doubt about the impact and the reach
that Girish Karnad has as a playwright. Be it folklore or contemporary issues, he has left nothing untouched. In fact, when the government didn’t
consider recognising Tipu Sultan’s contribution to the freedom struggle,
Karnad’s play brought out the secularist in Tipu. He’s surpassed many as an actor and director, but his skills as a playwright are unmatched. In spite of all his achievements, he is
very warm. He is a private person and not the sort to throw starry airs. In fact, his punctuality is something a lot of people should learn from.
KAVITA LANKESH IS A FILMMAKER

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Girish Karnad is a
proud
Bangalorean and
the city’s
problems are his.
Though he is a
very reserved
person, he has
made his voice
heard when
required, one of
the instances
being the
Cubbon Park issue
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Karnad loves
being by himself
and solitude is his
biggest relaxation.
He has a small
circle of friends
and his socialising
is limited to a likeminded group

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009
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MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
In spite of studying in England, he
has been able to
serve his home
state. That makes
him proud. And
also that he didn’t forget
Kannada or lose
touch with it

17 UR Ananthamurthy
Esther Ananthamurthy
by

The Intellectual
He was in
England
when he
wrote Samskara. He has
always said
that writing
the novel
helped him
connect to
his roots, surrounded as
he was by
an alien culture

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He loves to read.
To relax and
unwind, he
prefers popular
English fiction.
He especially
likes the detective novels he
picked up when
in London, which
he re-reads

18 Dr Radha S
Murthy
by

Charu Sharma

Age Warrior

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
She works out daily, alternating between pilates, yoga,
kickboxing and crosstraining.
She also unwinds seeing
television, for half an hour
or so every day

Soon after we moved to Bangalore in the mid-nineties,
Dr Radha Murthy initiated
a path-breaking service I was
extremely glad to sign up for.
The Nightingales Home
Health Service ensured that
our family didn’t have to run
to the hospital every time someone was unwell. With a relatively small but trusted team,
she soon started another vital activity,
Nightingales Life Saving Services — training
medical personnel and thousands of others to
give the ‘kiss of life’ — Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation. Then came her Nightingales Elderly Enrichment Centre and a helpline for
the elderly with the cooperation of the Bangalore Police HQ. All her initiatives have proved
to be a true boon for our senior citizens who
are growing in number but are also, sadly, often neglected.
CHARU SHARMA IS A CRICKET COMMENTATOR

20 Subroto Bagchi
by

Ashok Soota

The Mentor
I have known Subroto for the last 20
years, from the time he came to
Bangalore and made it his home.
He has had a couple of stints in the
US in between but he has remained
the quintessential Bangalorean. He
is an inspiration to the younger
generation. He is also involved with
several social sector organisations
in the city. His contribution towards making
MindTree a recognised Bangalore brand has been
immense. His biggest strength is his creativity. He
is the one who selected his own designation (gardener, MindTree), which is very apt as he is a nurturer of minds and this approach has helped us
identify the next generation of leaders. Subroto is
well-known as a great orator and writer. His books
are both popular and critically acclaimed. He has
written hundreds of articles on management and
technology issues in leading newspapers and magazines and has lectured at management schools
and industry platforms the world over. His global
demand as a speaker is ever increasing.
ASHOK SOOTA IS THE CO-FOUNDER OF MINDTREE

MindTree
chief gardener Subroto
Bagchi is
also an
acclaimed
writer and
orator
MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
For him, it
was Pokhran
1. It was the
respectability
Bagchi saw in
the world’s
eyes
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He’s relaxed
while serving
someone.
When bored,
he relaxes by
driving his
wife up the
wall!

I met my husband UR Ananthamurthy in Mysore University
where he was my teacher. Although he did his PhD in English
at Birmingham University in England, his first love has always
been his mother tongue, Kannada. He has been a professor of
English but he has chosen to write in Kannada and his love for
his mother tongue has brought him several laurels. He was in
England when he wrote Samskara, which has been translated
into several languages across the world. He has always said
that writing the novel helped him connect to his roots, surrounded as he was by an alien culture. The novel is also used as a text in many
universities today. I remember when he had applied for his PhD programme,
Birmingham University had insisted he do a preliminary degree and correct
his pronunciations. He had argued that he knew how to pronounce the word
‘Iyengar’ — it could only be pronounced as ‘Eye-yengar’ and not ‘Ee-yengar’ —
so what corrections in his pronunciations did he have to make? After several
interactions with the professors, he was exempted from the preliminary degree. He did so well that there was nothing left to prove. I am immensely
proud of the fact that he won the Jnanpeeth Award and that he has done so
much to further the cause of Kannada.
ESTHER ANANTHAMURTHY IS UR ANANTHAMURTHY’S WIFE

19 Pankaj Advani
by

Dr Murthy has pioneered a unique
healthcare system for the elderly

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Pride has many episodes, one
being AR Rahman’s Oscar
win, which Radha cherishes.
She feels great whenever
Indian scientists bag
prestigious awards

He has probably done more
to promote Kannada, his
first love, than any other
Bangalorean

Shikha Tandon

Pankaj Advani has conquered green
baize, hole, set and match

Baize Badshah
The last few years have been
outstanding for Pankaj. He
has grown from strength to
strength as a person and as
an athlete. Winning the
World Professional Billiards
title in 2009 is an exceptional
achievement. Pankaj is definitely one of Bangalore’s
most influential sportspersons today. At the
age of 24, he has won all the important billiards tournaments. Pankaj is one of the
most down-to-earth sportsmen I know and
this is a quality that I admire most in him.
Role models should be capable of inspiring
others through everything they do and
Pankaj does just that. One-off performances
can get one famous, but consistency earns
respect. Pankaj is well-respected among his
friends and peers for the silent determination with which he goes about conquering
new heights. Youngsters today are justified
in saying “I want to be like him.”

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
It makes him proud that the
last two years have been so
emphatic for Indian sports.
After the Beijing Olympics
triumph, there has been a
revolution in Indian sports
with world-beaters in all
streams.

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He relaxes by listening to
music and watching movies.
He enjoys spending time with
family and friends, which
helps him take his mind off
sport, even if it is for a while.
He’s also fond of dancing.

SHIKHA TANDON IS A FORMER OLYMPIC SWIMMER

21 Chetan Maini
by

Saru Maini

Green Champ
Chetan has really changed the way people, world over,
look at electric vehicles. He has dedicated the last 14
years to developing the Reva and I feel extremely
proud when I drive one. Even today, I see people looking at my Reva curiously as I drive in Mumbai and
have often had to answer questions about it at traffic
lights. I only wish everyone took global warming seriously and supported such strong and practical ventures to cut down on emissions. Chetan has spent
sleepless nights to make sure that he is giving the best to the world.
He is detailed in his understanding of every technical aspect of the
Reva. Chetan has definitely made an impact on the garden city,
where more than 1,000 Revas are doing their bit to cut down greenhouse gases.
SARU MAINI IS A SINGER AND ACTOR. SHE IS CHETAN MAINI’S SISTER-IN-LAW

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Chetan is proud to be helming
the first Indian company that
did a global launch of a car in
Europe this September, and
that too a top-notch environment-friendly electric vehicle

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Chetan loves the outdoors.
His way of relaxing and
unwinding is by mountain
biking and riding his dirt bike
and all-terrain vehicle whenever he gets the chance

He’s India’s ultimate innovator.
The deputy chairman and CTO
of Reva Electric Car Company
shows us the green path

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009
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24 Rahul Dravid

22 Arundhati Nag
by

by

Mahesh Dattani

Rahul Dravid’s illustrious career
is a morale booster for many
young cricketers from the city

Founder of Ranga Shankara. Theatre activist. Popular
(Bollywood!) actor. Arundhati Nag wears many hats

Tall Wall

Culture Catalyst
Arundhati Nag is a huge cultural influence on Bangalore
for obvious reasons — primarily for having initiated and
set up a space like Ranga Shankara. She has created a platform and a dedicated space for theatre groups, both amateur and professional. Her efforts have brought about a
huge change in the cultural scene of the city. I remember
how passionate she was about this project. One aspect of
Arundhati that I continue to admire is her humility. Once,
when Ranga Shankara was being built, she had fallen
short of funds. It takes a lot of courage and humility for a person to
approach peers and friends for help. Today, when we see how well Ranga
Shankara is functioning, we feel proud of Arundhati for being the force
behind what has proved to be an institution that has become the cultural
heart of the city.
MAHESH DATTANI IS A PLAYWRIGHT, THEATRE DIRECTOR AND FILMMAKER

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
She loves the fact that India
continues to be in sync with its
culture. It is a moment of pride
for her to see youngsters making an effort to connect with
their cultural side. It encourages
and motivates her to work for
her cause: theatre

Sunil Joshi

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Arundhati Nag says she
loves sleeping and thinks
herself blessed that she
can doze off anywhere—on
a platform, a bench or a
flight of steps. A quick nap
never fails to rejuvenate her

23 Sudha Murty
by

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Sudha Murthy is
proud of the fact
that she was
able to part with
Rs1.5 crore to
rebuild the Hubli
school where
she had studied
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Movies are
Sudha Murty’s
passion and her
way of unwinding. She enjoys
watching all
movies and
makes it a point
to catch most
new releases.
Kannada movies,
however, are
said to be closest to her heart

Rani Satish

Infosys Foundation chairperson Sudha
Murty plays myriad roles with elan

Queen of Hearts
Despite her many achievements,
Sudha Murty remains extremely
uncomplicated at heart, and that
is the most striking feature of
her personality. She plays myriad
roles with so much elan. Her simplicity despite her vast knowledge of many subjects and her
single-minded dedication to the
growth of her giant organisation is worth idolising. She is a fine blend of traditionalism and
modernism. I was once travelling with her by
train when I was stunned to see her stop to buy
fruits and vegetables for her home. She says she
does all her household chores herself and doesn’t like to depend on domestic help. Her keen
interest in cultural activities also deserves a
mention: when I was the state minister in
charge of Kannada and Culture and organised
cultural programmes, she was always very
enthusiastic about the events and sponsored
many Rangoli and music competitions. Most
importantly, although she is always busy, she
doesn’t stop reading and writing. She is a perfect role model for women in the 21st century,
and an excellent example of how a woman can
live life to the fullest and nurture relationships.

Rahul Dravid is both an idol and a
reference point for many young
Bangalore cricketers. He has also
been associated with social work
and has been successful in getting
people to support causes by his
endorsement of them. But more
than anything else, his simplicity
makes him stand apart. You cannot find a more
humble person; and I tell you this from my personal experience — I have been lucky to play
alongside him both for Karnataka and for India.
He is an amazing human being, which is why
people, including myself, are proud that he is
from Bangalore.

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
He is proud to be
part of the
world’s largest
democracy that
holds together
despite so many
differences
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He likes to read
and spend time
with family. They
love eating out
and often head to
their fav restos

SUNIL JOSHI IS A CRICKETER

RANI SATISH IS FORMER MINISTER, KANNADA AND CULTURE, AND
FORMER PRESIDENT, KARNATAKA MAHILA CONGRESS

25 Rajeev Chandrasekhar
by

Rajya Sabha MP and ABIDe convenor Rajeev
Chandrasekhar has exciting plans for the city up
his sleeve
MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
He is proud of
Chandrayaan I,
not only because
of its importance
to India’s space
programme but
also because it is
proof of the fact
that the government system,
often looked at as
broken and
dysfunctional, can
produce
excellence
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He loves
listening to Blues
albums and playing the guitar. He
is also a keen flier
who often takes
off in his Cessna
P68. Biking and
cross-country
bike rides are also
a passion for him

26 N Sivasailam

K Sanjay Prabhu

The Planner
I’ve known Rajeev
Chandrasekhar
for close to 20
years, having
worked with him
from the time he
launched BPL
Mobile in 1995. I
have been closely
associated with most of the projects he has launched since then.
The word that comes to mind
when I am asked to talk about
Rajeev is ‘passion’. He sees everything through to its logical end
and has the energy and enthusiasm to motivate everyone around
him. He is passionate about
Bangalore’s future and its transformation. As a politician, he is
extremely committed — his
attendance in Parliament is
around 95%, and he devotes a
huge chunk of his time to public
affairs and to his work with
ABIDe. He is extremely wellinformed, reads extensively and
believes in harnessing technology for public good. Working with
him is a tremendous learning
experience because he puts people in situations that they would
not dream of being able to manage. It is also challenging —
Rajeev has no patience with people who don’t do their homework.
K SANJAY PRABHU IS MD OF RADIO INDIGO
AND CEO, SUVARNA NEWS

by

A Ravindra

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
He is proud that we are
moving towards a
developed India. He’s
also proud of our culture of tolerance and
introspection. He keeps
the national flag at his
work station. It ensures
that pride for India permeates his work
MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He plays tennis,
badminton, cricket,
table-tennis and
bridge. Enjoys Hindi
film songs and says he
can be a valuable
member of any antaakshari team—prizes
guaranteed!

A lot rides on N Sivasailam’s calm and measured leadership of Bangalore Metro

Metro Man
On a bright Saturday morning in May
2009, two angry groups waited on RV
Road in Jayanagar to take on
Bangalore Metro MD N Sivasailam,
who was there to address residents of
the area about the need to fell trees
along the road to make way for the
Metro. As a motley crowd of hundreds, with anger and frustration writ
large on their faces, gathered there, N Sivasailam
calmly stood his ground. He acknowledged the
crowd’s angst about tree-felling and the fallout of

construction on their scenic road, but stuck to his
stand on the city’s need for a mass transport system
in an even, unhurried way. That’s Sivasailam for
you. Metro is a huge project and entails both engineering and managerial challenges, not to forget
environmental and legal issues. His ability to take
various stakeholders of the project into confidence
and make an effort to convince them of the project’s
necessity is his strength. He tackles these massive
challenges well.
DR A RAVINDRA IS URBAN AFFAIRS ADVISOR TO THE CHIEF MINISTER
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27 Deepika Padukone
by

Farah Khan

She may be Bollywood’s top actress today,
but for Bangaloreans, she is still ‘their’ girl

Bangalore Babe
The first time I met Deepika was when her then agent
introduced the two of us. She was in her late teens, but
I was amazed by her dignity and poise. A lot of
teenagers lack such maturity. When she bought her
own house in Mumbai at the age of 22, I wasn’t really
surprised but I completely marveled at her sense of
independence. All that she has achieved in such a
short time makes her a source of inspiration for a lot
of youngsters. I have met her parents a couple of times
and realise that it is not a wonder that Deepika is such a well-brought
up girl after all. She doesn’t hail from a filmi family and thankfully,
doesn’t have filmi hang-ups either. I remember being pleasantly surprised to see how nervous she was on the first day of shooting for Om
Shanti Om in spite of the cool demeanour; it showed me she had a
vulnerable side. The first dialogue I gave her was “Kutte, kaminey,
bhagawan ke liye mujhe chhod do.” She couldn’t have had a more fitting entry to Bollywood!
FARAH KHAN IS A FILMMAKER

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
India’s culture and heritage
and the fact that we have preserved it for many centuries
makes Deepika proud. She is
also proud of the fact that we
have been able to hold on to
our strong family values

28 Lokayukta Santosh
Hegde

by

HT Sangliana

When Karnataka’s Mr Clean-up-the-System
walks by, the corrupt shiver

Conscience Keeper
Lokayukta Justice N Santosh Hegde is heading a
vigilance body through which he has been able to
make an impact, bringing about significant
changes in society. I believe that Lokayukta Justice
Hegde is utterly against corruption. He does not
fear fighting a government which is not really willing to do away with corruption, corrupt officials
and politicians. His visits to places to enquire
about issues of public importance, including
mines, and recording his findings meticulously in public interest,
have kept the anti-corruption cause alive. Through his interaction with the youth, especially students, he sensitises them with
the need to fight corruption. I feel that a crusader like Lokayukta
Justice Hegde should be given judicial power so that he can clean
the system rapidly and from the roots. But political will to empower the Lokayukta institution is unlikely to come through anytime soon. We’ll have to wait and watch. Till then, we should all
stand up and applaud the good work of the Lokayukta.
HT SANGLIANA IS FORMER COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, BANGALORE

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
India’s Chandrayaan
mission, for which
ISRO scientists
worked day and
night, made him
proud. Facilitating the
operation of an
underprivileged child
from Hubli-Dharwad
gave him immense
personal satisfaction
MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He listens to instrumental music, Hindi
ghazals and old
Hindi songs. He
switches on the
radio every morning.
He also carries
around his iPod, it
has 800 songs!

30 Mahesh Bhupathi
by

Rohan Bopanna

This tennis champ continues to make not just
India but Bangalore proud too

First Ace
Ironically, the first time I met Mahesh I didn’t come away with a good first impression
— he didn’t come across as very friendly
and I felt a little intimidated. But I’m glad
to say today that my impression turned out
to be very wrong. After meeting him a few
more times, I realised that he was the complete opposite of unfriendly. He only comes
across as a little stand-offish when you meet
him for the first time because he is a bit reserved. Today,
Mahesh is undoubtedly one of my closest friends on the
ATP Tour. Mahesh brings with him a great deal of valuable experience and has definitely played the role of a
mentor to me by being my guide through the tour. Mahesh
is a great guy, a wonderful friend and an extremely talented tennis player and has had a huge influence on the tennis scene in Bangalore by inspiring young players who
want to emulate him.
BOPANNA IS A PROFESSIONAL TENNIS PLAYER AND INDIAN SINGLES NUMBER 2

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Winning the Mixed
Doubles title at the
2009 Australian
Open with Sania
Mirza was his
proudest moment
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Watching movies
and hanging out
with friends is how
Mahesh unwinds.
He also likes to
travel; his
favourite destinations: New York
and Melbourne

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
If you lead a hectic life, you need
to take breaks, feels Deepika
who visits spas—her favourite
way to unwind—spends time
with her family, listens to music
or indulges in a sport

29 VG Siddhartha
by

Anil Kumar Bhandari

Sipping coffee in a hip cafe is a style statement
because of him. He made it a social revolution

Coffee Sid
VG Siddhartha is as brilliant as he is humble. He has changed India’s urban landscape with his ubiquitous Café Coffee Day
outlets and, in so doing, he has transformed the Indian coffee industry from
being producer-oriented to retail-oriented.
Siddhartha and I have been family friends
for many decades. Despite his success and
achievements, he is still the same person
that he was before his journey began. He is extremely
devoted to his family and unlike most big businessmen
who love to talk, Siddhartha often comes across as shy,
self-effacing and very private. After the India
International Coffee Festival (IICF 2009) wrapped up,
Siddhartha organised an event at Chikmagalur for small
and medium coffee growers, who could not make it to the
IICF because of the expenses. He not only sponsored the
whole event at Chikmagalur but also arranged for the
accommodation for the dignitaries. He ensured that invitations were sent to as many coffee growers as possible
and around 1,600 planters attended it, which remains a
record of sorts. During the vote of thanks, he refused to
come on to the dais when he was called on stage. Unlike
many successful entrepreneurs, he does not like to hog
the limelight.
ANIL KUMAR BHANDARI IS MEMBER OF THE COFFEE BOARD AND FORMER
PRESIDENT OF UNITED PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN INDIA

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
VG Siddhartha felt
proud when the first
customer walked into
the first Café Coffee
Day outlet on Brigade
Road in 1996

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
If work is worship,
then Siddhartha is a
complete convert. He
unwinds by working
and it’s never too far
from his mind

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
It makes Kasaravalli
proud that India has
managed to maintain the
essence of democracy
MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Watching films and digging into his movie
collection is his idea of
unwinding

31 Girish

Kasaravalli

This filmmaker has always pushed
the boundaries of his craft

by

Tara

Bold Auteur
Girish Kasaravalli has been instrumental in
putting Kannada films on the global map. It
is tough to keep track of the international
film festivals that his films have travelled to.
He is not a quintessential commercial filmmaker, but his reach surpasses that of some
of the most commercially successful filmmakers. What makes Girish Kasaravalli
powerful is the fact that he doesn’t hesitate
to make films that are progressive and feminist in their vision. Take my own film Haseena, for instance — it was only
his faith in my acting abilities that resulted in me winning a
National Award for the film.
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KP Gopalkrishna
by

33

KC Ramamurthy

The founder-chairman of National Public
School is one of the most important
educationists in the city

Cool Head

Going forward, his sense of dedication and purpose gave
me confidence to handle events pertaining to the riots.
He has the ability to stay calm and focussed during difficult times. Which is why he remains a role model for me
and many others.
KC RAMAMURTHY IS CHAIRMAN, CMR GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

35 Pramila Nesargi
by

32 BS Yeddyurappa
Shoba Karandlaje

Constant Fighter

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
The CM is
always happy
and at ease at
RSS functions.
Morning walks,
yoga and meditation keep him
calm. He is
always conscious about his
weight and
adheres strictly
to a diet regime

Pramila Nesargi is a strong woman. She
is a hard worker, someone who wouldn’t
complain about or mind working round
the clock. She attends to women’s issues
with special interest and is well-versed
in law. The best thing about her work is
how she handles a legal battle with a
point-to-point argument. Nesargi never
calls it quits. Once, a day before a campaign rally, Nesargi injured her knees and we thought
she wouldn’t be able to participate the next day. But she
surprised all of us. She was up early the following day
and walked as if her knees never ached. None of us
could keep pace with her. I guess that speaks volumes
about her dedication to her work.

Boss Man
I think of Shri Yeddyurappa as the first
leader of Karnataka
who is as committed
to rural progress as to
urban development.
He fought several battles for farmers and
took pains to bring in
several changes when he came to
power. Many previous chief ministers spoke about overcoming infrastructure hurdles, but Yeddyurappa
has allocated the maximum budget
to infrastructure projects in the city.
The construction of stormwater
drains and city roads, besides several ring roads, are all his initiatives.
My stint as the rural development
minister gave me several opportunities to get a first-hand feel of his
commitment to building Karnataka
as a model state.
SHOBA KARANDLAJE IS FORMER STATE MINISTER

Dr Mangala Sridhar

This firebrand advocate has inspired many with her arguments
in court and shamed many guilty of violating women

Farmer-friendly state chief minister BS
Yeddyurappa is focussed on urban issues too
MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
One of the
proudest India
moments for
Yeddyurappa has
been seeing BJP
leader Atal
Behari Vajpayee
become prime
minister

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He starts his
day with yoga
and a walk. In
the evening, he
plays golf for
about two
hours to destress after the
day’s work

He is one of the most well-informed,
highly motivated and committed educationists in India, not just Karnataka. We
are good friends now. But much before
that, I recall meeting him when I was
serving as the deputy commissioner of
police (law and order). This was during
the Cauvery riots. NPS Rajajinagar was
in my jurisdiction and had been vandalised by an angry mob. I felt guilty
about being unable to stop the attack on the school.
Shortly after that incident, I met him and apologised for
the lapse. He just consoled me and said, “I know you did
your job. I’ve got the confidence and capacity to rebuild
the school, so let’s look at doing that.”

TARA IS AN AWARD-WINNING ACTOR

by

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
It thrills him
that India is a
powerhouse of
talent and its
culture and heritage are one of
the best in the
world. India’s
tolerance
amazes him

DR MANGALA SRIDHAR IS STATE GENERAL SECRETARY, BJP

34 HD Deve Gowda
by

HD Kumaraswamy

Deve Gowda’s will and commitment to rural development has
made him a people’s favourite and politicians’ foe

24/7 Politician
My father’s greatest
strength is his positive
side. He never backs out
or gets bogged down by
adversaries or setbacks.
He is a 24x7 politician.
Nothing is important to
him except public life
and public service.
People from far off villages come to
see him and he tries to solve their
problems. He is committed to rural
development. Opposition parties have
falsely branded him anti-urban. He
launched several development pro-

MY MOMENT OF PRIDE
Deve Gowda was proudest when
India became independent. His personal moment of pride is when he
was arrested in Hassan during the
freedom movement

grammes for Bangalore city during his
stint as CM and PM. The Information
Technology Park at Whitefield, the
International Airport, the Elevated
Rail project and several industrial
parks were his ideas which are being
completed now. The flyover from Sirsi
circle and the Bidadi flyover were
launched by him. He has a strong will
and that can be seen from his diet. He
stopped eating non-vegetarian food in
1977 and has stayed a vegetarian since.
HD KUMARASWAMY IS FORMER CHIEF MINISTER OF
KARNATAKA AND PRESIDENT OF THE KARNATAKA
STATE UNIT OF THE JD(S)

MY ART OF CHILLING QUOTIENT
He likes to listen to tapes of
Ramayana, Mahabharata and religious discourses. Spending time
with his grandchildren and family
members also relaxes him

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Nesargi is proud
that our democratic
system ensures a
stable government
despite the shocks
of Emergency and
failed coalition
politics
MY ART OF
CHILLING QUOTIENT
Reading, shopping
for beautiful artwork
and artefacts, and
travelling are the
activities she enjoys

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009
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36 Prakash Padukone
by

Bharat Sosale

Prakash Padukone single-handedly catapulted
badminton to the level of a national sport

Spotless
Perfectionist
Prakash was the first to prove that a
Bangalore sportsman can achieve success
at the highest international level. There
was a dramatic transformation in the sporting life of Bangalore after he arrived on the
scene. I remember him striving hard for
perfection. He would keep aiming for the
shuttle to land in a particular spot, and
wouldn’t stop until he got it right.
BHARAT SOSALE IS PADUKONE’S FRIEND AND A FORMER BASKETBALL PLAYER

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
His all-England title in
1980 helped change the
quality of badminton in
India. The sport became
popular

38 Krishna Byre Gowda
by

Dear Simple
The thing that hits me like a rock even
after all these years of knowing
Krishna is his calmness. For instance,
at the time of his father’s death,
despite the grief, he handled the situation very responsibly. His contesting
the critical Lok Sabha elections from
Bangalore South in 20 days is another
testament to the fact that he is a calm
person. Krishna’s ability to stay
focused and stable without getting carried away by
several influencing factors around him is another
great trait.
He is also the simplest person I have ever come
across. He detests complications. The motivation
behind Krishna joining politics was his commitment
to public cause. Working with him is a great learning
experience. It’s also highly stressful since he is a
workaholic. Krishna continues to be my best friend
before he is a husband and that helps give our relationship a lot of balance and maturity.
MEENAKSHI SESHADRI IS KRISHNA BYRE GOWDA'S WIFE. THE SOFTWARE
ENGINEER FORAYED INTO PUBLIC LIFE WHILE CAMPAIGNING DURING THE
2009 LOK SABHA ELECTIONS

Meenakshi Seshadri

Change Maker
Knowledgeable, down to earth, passionate and professional about every project
she undertakes, Rohini Nilekani defies
all stereotypes associated with corporate
wives. She is the chairperson of Akshara
Foundation, whose goal is to educate
every child in the city; she is also the cofounder of Pratham Books. Rohini is
also on the board of microfinance institution Sanghamithra; she follows its progress closely.
Once, when Sanghamithra could not mobilise funds for
lending to self-help groups in remote areas, she immediately wrote out a cheque. My colleague could not
believe her eyes when she saw the figure. Rohini could
have bought a yacht or jewels with that money but she
invested in an experiment to develop an integrated
strategy for water management in Mulbagal town and
in several remote tribal villages in HD Kote. One of
these villages, B Mattekere, was awarded the Nirmal
Gram Purakshar award for total sanitation. I leave you
with the villagers’ prayer for her: Devaru nimage sudhirga ayessu, madilu thumba makkalu, mummakallannu karunisali
ALOYSIUS P FERNANDEZ IS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
NGO MYRADA AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF MICROFINANCE INSTITUTION SANGHAMITHRA RURAL FINANCIAL SERVICES

Krishna Byre Gowda believes in issue-based politics.
That has made this president of the Karnataka
Pradesh Youth Congress a youth icon

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Despite poverty and all the
stressful times
that we have
seen in the
past 62 years,
India has
thrived democratically. This
makes him a
proud Indian

by

Sudhir Kant

Villoo Patell is an eternal optimist
for whom nothing is impossible
MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Villoo takes
pride in
India’s diversity, its
If Dr Villoo Morawalavibrant
Patell, founder-chairpercolours, its
son Avesthagen, were to
re-write the timeless mas- arts and
terpiece How to Win
crafts, its
Friends and Influence
respect for all
People by Dale Carnegie,
religions and
the title of her book
races

Mountain
Mover

would be ‘How to Move
Minds, Mountains and People’. With her
bold ideas and with ‘excellence’ as her
password, Dr Patell has moved
Bangalore onto the world map, winning
success and several international and
national accolades along the way. The
integrity of her vision, which involves
the convergence of food, pharmaceuticals and population genetics to deliver
predictive, preventive and personalised
healthcare to our people, is praiseworthy.
SUDHIR KANT IS PRESIDENT, MILLIPORE INDIA

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Hanging out
with her family and wonderful friends,
travelling and
bonding with
nature and
water

40 Ashok

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He’s a certified
open water
diver. Diving
and skiing is
his ideal way
to unwind. He
also loves the
forests and
wildlife

39 Rohini Nilekani
Aloysius P Fernandez
by

MY ART OF CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Two words: Mukesh
Kumar. Prakash still
plays squash, golf and
badminton. He likes to
holiday with his family

37 Villoo Patell

Kheny

by

Rohini Nilekani’s generosity and
simplicity has earned her accolades
and prayers from everywhere

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Rohini says that
our most precious and proud
moment will
come when
India’s gini-coefficient moves
closer to zero
than it is now,
and becomes
comparable to
that of
Scandinavian
countries
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
To relax, she
usually curls up
with a book,
does yoga, listens to music or
goes out into
the garden

Manjunath Nayaker

Ashok Kheny took on the establishment to give
Bangalore some world-class infrastructure

Highway Man
Ashok Kheny took on the
political system head-on.
He has won more than
350 cases in court. He has
provided a world-class
road and good infrastructure to Bangalore. This
businessman achieved it
all with his single-minded aim to implement what he believes to
be right. He has completed more than 50
infrastructure projects in the US and has
also received the ‘Outstanding
Businessman of the Year of a Minority
Community’ award from US President
Ronald Reagan. He has risen in stature
and achieved political clout not out of
the desire for success but as a necessity
to implement projects of huge scale in
India. However, he is a simple person
who is often misunderstood.
MANJUNATH NAYAKER—SWAMI OF MALGUDI DAYS—
WORKS WITH ASHOK KHENY

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
Kheny is
moved by
India’s rich
culture and
the neversay-die
attitude of its
people
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Watching
cricket,
movies, and
indulging in
food are his
pastimes.
And he loves
freshly-picked
groundnuts
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41 Sanchita Ajjampur
by

This fashionista has
brought an
international feel
to city
designs

Waseem Khan

Roll Model
Few people know that Sanchita
Ajjampur set out to be a model
before she became one of Bangalore’s leading fashion designers. I shot her pictures
when she was still a college
student and an aspiring model.
After college, she went off to
Italy to study fashion and
transformed herself into a name to reckon
with in this field. Her life changed in a lot of
ways, but she continues to be the same warm,

wonderful and down-to-earth person that she
has always been. If there was any change in
her personality, it was a dash of sophistication that came with experience. She is a very
talented designer and the number of awards
she has won is proof of that. Sanchita began
work in Milan and that has defined her fashion sensibility. Her sense of colour and design
are world-class. Bangalore is buzzing with designers but Sanchita has brought in an international feel that inspires others too.
WASEEM KHAN IS A FASHION PHOTOGRAPHER

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
She loves India for its
mix of textures, colours,
smells, tastes, vibes, its
extremes, its magnificent traditions and
crafts, its mix of culture
and history. For her, this
quirky, challenging place
will always be a part of
her life
MY ART OF
CHILLING QUOTIENT
She relaxes through
yoga and muay thai disciplines. Short weekend
breaks are also her
favourite

43 Wim Elfrink
by

Kiran Karnik

As Chief Globalisation Officer and Executive Vice
President of Cisco Services, Wim Elfrink has significantly
changed the IT landscape of the city

Mr Glocal

42 Yograj Bhat
by

Pooja Gandhi

He set a new benchmark for Kannada filmdom
marking the start of a new era in Sandalwood

Silent Listener
Yograj Bhat’s cinema has had an influence on not just Bangalore but on the
whole of Karnataka. His passion for movies is contagious. We can all take
inspiration from what he did with Mungaaru Male. The film went on to
break old records and create new standards that the rest of the industry has
to strive hard to match up to.
His philosophical outlook to life is engaging. He has figured out the art of living in the present. He is always calm, confident and has a great sense of
humour. That makes him such a wonderful person to work with. He has a
very deep impact on the people he works with. This storyteller is a man of few, sensible
words. He is also a great listener and that is one skill we all need to learn from him.
POOJA GANDHI IS A KANNADA FILM ACTOR

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
He’s most proud
of Indian music.
According to him,
its range and
depth is completely beyond
compare

Wim is very passionate about India and believes the future of the country is in its market and talent. So high is his conviction on the country
that he managed to convince John Chambers and Cisco to set up a major
base here with an emphasis on taking Indian work to the global market
and not just use the country as a backoffice. One could not have thought
of a more appropriate person for Cisco in India. That Cisco continues to
expand despite the infrastructure problems in Bangalore speaks volumes of his commitment to the city and the country. His concerns on
energy and environment have got translated into action at Cisco in Bangalore. His social sensitivity is high; he looks beyond profits. As a person, his warmth
is genuine not just to guests but also to his own employees. He is a people’s person
with a great understanding of their needs.
KIRAN KARNIK IS FORMER PRESIDENT, NASSCOM

Shashi
45
Deshpande
by

KR Usha

Rare Plotter

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Every evening, he
downs a couple of
drinks while listening to ghazals
by Jagjit Singh,
Ghulam Ali, etc

44 Yusuf Arakkal
by

Man of Colours
Drama, symbolism, angst
and compassion, pain and
hope intermingled, characterise Yusuf Arakkal’s artworks. Bangalore’s famous
artist has been acclaimed
nationally and internationally for his creations and
continues to win more accolades for himself and by
association for the city. Gifted with painterly qualities, he has honed these to arrive at

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Wim has run 42
marathons. He
loves snowskiing,
snowboarding,
swimming. He just
loves spending
time with family

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
His mind experiences calmness
and relaxation
every time he
stops thinking
about films. This
is something he
attempts to do
sometimes

Yusuf Arakkal is
an iconic painter
and sculptor
who has won
accolades and
fame in national
and international
circles

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
India’s freedom
movement makes
him proud of
being an Indian.
He’s also proud of
India’s diverse
cultures and
traditions

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Wim believes India
is a leading source
of innovation.
Cisco’s Smart +
Connected
Communities initiative to create
what customers
need, reflect this
belief

Renu George

a style that is recognised as completely
original; a contemporary blend of light and
shade, semi-abstract figuration, somber
colours, exquisite tonal textures and delicate touches of bright colours. He is moved
by early memories of a harsh reality and
inspired by a concern for the human life.
His recent work on broken pots symbolic of
ephemerality, has an aesthetic beauty and
grace. Yusuf ’s persona is also heartwarming. Smiling, charming and energetic, he
has been a guide and mentor and patron
for many artists.
RENU GEORGE IS OWNER, TIME AND SPACE ART GALLERY

I first got to know Shashi
Deshpande through her writing.
That Long Silence was a surprise
and a revelation — its bell-like
clarity, a feminist conscience
which transformed fluidly into
the story of an ordinary woman,
a writer who was writing unselfconsciously about the middle
class and in English. Through her many books,
I grew to recognise and respect her unique
voice: the seamless plotting, the effortless ability to interiorise her characters, and her steadfast commitment to what she values. When I
asked Shashi to launch my first novel Sojourn
in 1998, she agreed immediately. We became
friends through our frequent informal literary
exchanges. I enjoy her wit, her sense of
humour, her sharp eye and unerring judgement
— she is that rare writer who, despite her
accomplishments, takes herself lightly while
taking her writing seriously.
KR USHA IS AUTHOR OF THE NOVELS SOJOURN (1998)
AND THE CHOSEN (2003)

She “stumbled” upon
writing, but
is now an
inspiration
to budding
writers

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
She’s emotional whenever
Indians show
courage, humanity and togetherness, especially in bad
times
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
Apart from
reading, music
and long walks
with her husband, Shashi
also loves to
solve Sudoku
and crossword
puzzles

Bangalore, Monday,
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Restaurateur Prem Koshy is
many things rolled into one
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46 Prem Koshy
by

47 Lawrence Liang

Anaitha Nair

by

Leo F Saldanha

Law Pundit

One & Only
My first memory of Prem Koshy
was my walking into a rehearsal
hall and being welcomed by a
baritone singing Get me to the
church on time. There can’t ever
be another Prem. His chunky silver bracelet, big leather-strapped
watch, riding around Bangalore
city on his bike with his pet eagle
(this was much before I was born, but I’ve heard
many stories). He’s had a world of experiences
and is always more than willing to share them,
especially with the young. Social work for children, animals and the environment, theatre,
art... you name it, he has dabbled in it. Each time
I’ve met him, I’ve come out of that conversation
richer. Prem has taught me how to concentrate
and focus while acting.

He is the
unofficial
spokesperson
of intellectual
property.
From popular
culture to
piracy, Liang’s
got his finger
in many pies

Of Chinese descent, advocating open content licensing, working for a PhD on
law and justice in popular
Hindi cinema: Lawrence
Liang, founder of the
Alternative Law Forum, is
an ambassador of
Bangalore’s and India’s
syncretic culture.

ity and knowledge production evolved in a
city that generates a major proportion of
India’s wealth from deeply corporatised,
copyright-protected software development. It is to Bangalore’s advantage that
we have amongst us a young, articulate,
intelligent, socially concerned lawyer,
whose insights on current themes seamlessly integrate with their intergenerational import and implications.

It is no coincidence that his contribution
to ways of reimagining the role of creativ-

LEO F SALDANHA IS COORDINATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENT
SUPPORT GROUP

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He stares lovingly into his
Kindle ebook
reader and
whispers
sweet nothings to it, and
it reciprocates by
whisking him
to faraway
worlds

ANAITHA NAIR IS AN ACTOR

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Indian independence
and the Chandrayaan project make
Koshy proud to be an
Indian

MY ART OF
CHILLING QUOTIENT
He likes to figure
himself out through
meditation and yoga.
He feels that every
individual counts

48 Vatal Nagaraj
by

50 Puneet

Rajkumar

Mukhyamantri Chandru

Politician Vatal Nagaraj’s protests have got him a lot of public attention in Bangalore but not what he would love to have: power

by

Urban Legend

He is the man who celebrates his birthday every year on the anniversary of the day he was mercilessly kicked by heavy-booted policemen
on September 7, 1962, when he raised his voice for the cause of
Kannada. Vatal Nagaraj has been the face of Kannada chalavali for the
last five decades in Karnataka. He is the only leader who has succeeded
in floating a regional party, Kannada Chalavali Vatal Paksha (KCVP).
That speaks volumes of his dogged determination — even giants like Devaraj Urs, S
Bangarappa and Ramakrishna Hegde have failed at the task. Riding on a donkey to
Vidhana Soudha to protest against the hike in petrol price, urinating in front of chief
minister’s residence demanding more public toilets… his novel protests devised to
draw media attention have dealt a blow to the Kannada movement and probably his
career. Unlike most in his fraternity, he has not party-hopped for power. Nor has he
tasted power yet.

Puneet Rajkumar
(Appu) came into
the Kannada film
industry as a
breath of fresh
air. His style and
fashion sense
couldn’t be compared to any
other hero till then. When I saw
him on screen for the first time,
I recall being completely
awestruck by the charisma that
he exudes. His dialogue delivery,
dancing style and extremely
cool performances make him a
favourite with the urban audience. He’s also the first actor
who could reach out to urban
Bangalore with ease.

MUKHYAMANTRI CHANDRU IS A VETERAN KANNADA FILM ACTOR

MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He likes listening to folk
music, singing,
reading. He
also enjoys his
meals at MTR
and the idlivada at
Woodlands

Shivarajkumar

Puneet Rajkumar’s charisma and talent has
endeared him to rural and urban audiences

Kannada Crusader

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
He finds it
incredible that
we are the
world’s biggest
and most
vibrant democracy despite
being immensely diverse

MY MOMENT
OF PRIDE
His moment
of truth:
When Delhi
high court
decided to
decriminalise
homosexuality in India,
affirming the
Constitution’
s incredible
commitment
to plurality

SHIVARAJKUMAR IS A KANNADA ACTOR AND
SON OF LATE DR RAJKUMAR

49

Rajeev Gowda
by

Nandini Alva

He is a politician with an edge over many

GenX Politico
Education, vision, exceptional leadership
quality, ability to organise and the ability to
motivate are essentials in a politician.
Rajeev Gowda has them all. He can apply
academics to politics, which gives him an
edge and also provides impetus for others to
do so. His connect with the students bulldozes his thought into young fertile minds,
thus pushing boundaries which would catapult development. Organisational capacity, which is second nature to
him, helps too. He devotes hours to experimental exercises
with people at the grassroots, so that he is equipped with
firsthand information to envisage policy- and administration- change.
Perseverance is another of his political attributes. His
teaching experience, globally, has given him the wisdom
that an administrator requires. I believe that a well-balanced person like him is indeed an influential man.
NANDINI ALVA IS FOUNDER-COORDINATOR OF BANGALORE HABBA

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
He is proud of the
non-violent
Independence
movement, the
Green Revolution,
White Revolution.
He reveres Gandhi
and Nehru
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He loves to curl up
with a humorous
book or surf the
Internet for
sidesplitting
satires and spoofs

MY MOMENT OF
PRIDE
Every single thing
about India
makes him proud.
He feels privileged to be a citizen of a country
that is rich in tradition, culture
and family values
MY ART OF
CHILLING
QUOTIENT
He prefers to
unwind at home
with family.
Together, they
love going on holidays to Europe

Bangalore, Monday,
December 14, 2009

1

Nandan Nilekani

2

NR Narayana Murthy

3

He engineered the coming-of-age of
the IT industry, then nonchalantly
moved on to bigger challenges

The gentle giant built the biggest
IT empire, but with his simplicity
and integrity intact

Azim Premji
He’s the chairman of Wipro, a great
visionary, he leads from the front and
is a creative innovator too

4

Kiran Majumdar Shaw

5

Dr Devi Prasad Shetty

6

Sri Sri Ravishankar

Chairman & MD, Biocon Ltd, she’s
a true Bangalore-phile who brought
civic activism back into the public eye

This Lord of The Hearts has always
put the interests of the poor above
commercial gains

With a simple breathing technique, he
brought enlightenment within the
reach of thousands here and abroad

7

SM Krishna

8

G Madhavan Nair

9

Vijay Mallya

10

Ramachandra Guha

11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Central minister and former
Karnataka CM Krishna is credited
with the city’s IT boom

He made the moon mission a success.
The former chairman of ISRO also
forced India to dream big

He’s got spunk and sophistication.
This king sure knows how to work
hard, party harder

This biographer, historian, cricket
writer, essayist was named one of the
world’s 100 influential intellectuals

Ramesh Ramanathan
He gave up a cushy corporate job to
plant the seed of grassroot-level
involvement in urban governance

Anil Kumble
Anil Kumble is not just a cricketer
from Bangalore, he is a religion
in the city

Captain Gopinath
After revolutionising the way India
travels, Captain Gopinath is now
gunning for an improved Bangalore

Prasad Bidapa
This style guru’s biggest contribution
to the city is putting Bangalore on the
Indian fashion map

Vinita Bali
She is MD of Britannia Industries who
is an inspiration to many women in
the corporate world

Girish Karnad
He is not just an acclaimed actor
and director, he is unmatched as a
playwright too

UR Ananthamurthy
He has probably done more to
promote Kannada, his first love, than
any other Bangalorean

Dr Radha S Murthy
Dr Murthy has pioneered a unique
and path-breaking health care system
for the elderly

Pankaj Advani
This superstar athlete has
conquered the green baize, hole,
set and match

Subroto Bagchi
MindTree chief gardener Subroto
Bagchi is also an acclaimed writer
and orator

Chetan Maini
He’s India’s ultimate innovator. The
deputy chairman of Reva Electric Car
Company shows us the green path

Arundhati Nag
Founder of Ranga Shankara. Theatre
activist. Popular (Bollywood!) actor.
Arundhati Nag wears many hats

Sudha Murty
The Infosys Foundation chairperson
plays myriad roles with elan. She’s
also an idol to many women

24

Rahul Dravid

25

Rajeev Chandrasekhar

Rahul Dravid’s illustrious career is a
morale booster for many young
cricketers from the city

Rajya Sabha MP and ABIDe convenor
Rajeev Chandrasekhar has exciting
plans for the city up his sleeve
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26

N Sivasailam

27

Deepika Padukone

28

A lot rides on BMRCL MD N
Sivasailam’s calm leadership of the
Bangalore Metro Project

She may be Bollywood’s top actress
today, but for Bangaloreans, she is
still ‘their’ girl

Lokayukta Justice Hegde
When Karnataka’s Mr Clean-up-theSystem walks by, the corrupt shiver in
utter fright

29

VG Siddhartha

30

Mahesh Bhupathi

31

Girish Kasaravalli

Sipping coffee in a hip cafe is a style
statement because of him. He made it
a social revolution

This tennis champion continues to
make not just India but Bangalore
proud too

This filmmaker has always pushed the
boundaries of his craft to newer horizons with every film

32

BS Yeddyurappa

33

KP Gopalkrishna

34

HD Deve Gowda

35

Pramila Nesargi

36

Prakash Padukone

37

Villoo Patell

38

Krishna Byre Gowda

39

Rohini Nilekani

40

Ashok Kheny

41

Sanchita Ajjampur

42

Yograj Bhat

43

Wim Elfrink

44

Yusuf Arakkal

45

Shashi Deshpande

Farmer-friendly state chief minister
BS Yeddyurappa is focused on urban
issues too

How we did it…
Each person on the list has had a huge impact on Bangalore, be it
in business, entertainment, healthcare or politics
ny best-of-the-best list is very hard to
put together. Especially a list of this
nature. Firstly, how does one measure influence? Secondly, when there are so
many talented and successful people in
Bangalore who have huge impact on our
minds, on our daily lives, on our aspirations, on our belief systems, how are we
ever going to pick the 50 very best?

A

We made a start to this Herculean task by
defining influence. The first, most obvious,
definition was: influence is what influence
does.
As you will see, each person on the list
has had huge impact on Bangalore, be it in
business, entertainment, governance,
healthcare, politics, social service, or sport.

The diversity of the pecking order is unmistakeable — from spiritual guru Sri Sri
Ravishankar to fashion guru Prasad Bidapa;
from ace spinner Anil Kumble to weaver of
words UR Ananthamurthy, they’re all here.
We also decided that each influential
would be reviewed by a person who could
speak authoritatively on the influential’s
work and life, thereby explaining his/her
pecking order on the Top 50 list. The reviewers are peers, spouses, close acquaintances,
even rivals.
On what criteria did we rate the Top 50
Influentials? Their influence on public policy; impact on public behaviour; people’s perception of the candidate; and their global
image, were all used as parameters.

The founder-chairman of National Publ
School is one of the most important
educationists in the city

Deve Gowda’s will and commitment
to rural development has made him a
people’s favourite and politicians’ foe

This firebrand advocate has inspired
many with her arguments in court and
shamed many guilty of violating wome

Prakash Padukone single-handedly
catapulted badminton to the level of a
national sport

Villoo Patell is an eternal optimist for
whom nothing ever seems impossible.
Her work proves it

Krishna Byre Gowda believes in issuebased politics. That has made this pres
dent of the KPYC a youth icon

THE JURY: (LtoR above) V Ravichander, Harish Bijoor, Teresa Bhattacharya, Sharmila Mandre and Priya-Chetty
Rajagopal Below: The jury discussing the idea of influence, and its impact, before zeroing in on the list of
Bangalore’s Top 50 Influentials.

Rohini Nilekani’s generosity and simplicity has earned her accolades and
prayers from everywhere

He took on the establishment to give
Bangalore some world-class infrastructure

A fashionista who brought an international feel to city designs, Sanchita
Ajjampur is a former model

Yograj Bhat set a new benchmark for
Kannada filmdom marking the start of
an era in Sandalwood

As chief globalisation officer and
executive VP of Cisco Services, Wim
Elfrink has changed the IT landscape

Yusuf Arakkal is an iconic painter
and sculptor who has won accolades
in national and international circles

She “stumbled” upon writing, but is
now an inspiration to several budding
writers

46

Prem Koshy

47

Lawrence Liang

Restaurateur Prem Koshy is not just
passionate about food, he is many
things rolled into one

He’s the unofficial spokesperson for
intellectual property. From pop
culture to piracy, Liang’s always busy

48

Vatal Nagaraj

49

Rajeev Gowda

50

Puneet Rajkumar

Politician Vatal Nagaraj’s gimmicky
protests have got him public attention
but not power

He is a politician with an edge over
many others. He has the knack of
instantly connecting with his people

Puneet Rajkumar’s charisma and
talent has endeared him to rural and
urban audiences

The Top 50 selection
DNA’s senior editors first interacted with their
teams of reporters to prepare a masterlist
of 164 influential citizens of Bangalore.
This list was then whittled down to a little over
80 after a series of checks. Some of the
checks included residency (is the candidate
a resident of Bangalore?), recent impact
(what did he/she do in the last 12 months?),
and global perception (does the candidate
have global influence?).
To make the selection process as objective as
possible, DNA invited a five-member jury to
help decide the final 50. The members:
Harish Bijoor, CEO, Harish Bijoor Consults
Inc; Priya Chetty-Rajagopal, vice-president,
Stanton Chase International; V Ravichander,
CEO, Feedback Business Consulting;
Sharmila Mandre, Sandalwood actor, and

Teresa Bhattacharya, former IAS
officer.
The jury studied all the earlier lists, scrutinising every step in the methodology through a
series of interactions with DNA’s senior editors. They reconsidered some names and
added new ones. Their valuable suggestions
added depth and width to the final list.
They, then, went into a huddle, to create the
Top 50.
The ranking criteria include: influence in their
sphere as well as outside their sphere of
activity; their influence at the national/global levels; innovative capability and their evolution as a leader.
Wherever there was a tie, the jury looked for a
consensus. It is a best practice the Top 50
will follow in the coming years as well.

Project Team: Anantha Subramanyam K, Angshuman Deb Barma, Chhaya Toshniwal, Chitti Pantulu, Devina Sengupta, Dev S Sukumar, Dipannita Ghosh
Biswas, Hemanth Kumar CS, Jayalakshmi Venugopal, Karthic R, Kavya Christopher, Madhusoodan MK, Malavika Velayanikal, Mohan Kumar BN, Nandini
Kumar, Nidhi Bhushan, Nirad Mudur, Nishanth Ratnakar, Payal Pruthi, Praveena Sharma, Priyadarshini Nandy, M Robin Rajashekhar, Rohith BR, Santosh
Kumar, Selvaprakash L, Shilpa CB, Shilpa Phadnis, Shrabonti Bagchi, Sindhu Murthy, Srikanth Hunasavadi, S Shiv Kumar, Sobia Khan, Soumya Menon,
Sumaa Tekur, Sunayana Suresh, Taniya Talukdar, Vasudevan D, A Veeramani, Vinita A Shetty, Visy Valsan

